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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, EC 

SUBJECT: REFERENDUM FORMALLY CONVOKED/NEW COALITION FORMED 
REF: (A) QUITO 7752: (B) QUITO 8309 

1 . SUMMARY. ON DECEMBER 14 THE GOE FORMALLY CONVOKED THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM FOR JANUARY 15. ON THE SAME DATE 

A NEW POLITICAL COALITION, THE POPULAR DEMOCRATIC COALITION WAS 
ANNOUNCED, COMPOSED OF SEVERAL LEFT-OF-CENTER PARTIES AND 
PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A RADIO AND T.V. BROADCAST THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 14, 

GALO PLAZA, PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME TRIBUNAL FOR THE REFEREN- 
DUM, FORMALLY CONVOKED THE REFERENDUM IN WHICH ECUADOREANS 
WILL CHOOSE A NEW CONSTITUTION. AS EXPECTED, THE REFERENDUM 
WILL BE HELD JANUARY 15, AND ALL LITERATE ECUADOREANS OVER 18 
ARE REQUIRED TO VOTE. ONLY ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY AND POLICE 
AND THOSE SERVING PENITENTIARY TERMS ARE EXCEPTED. 
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3. IN HIS REMARKS JUST PRIOR TO READING THE FORMAL CON- 
VOCATION DOCUMENT, PLAZA REFERRED TO THE CAMPAIGN TO NULIFY 
VOTES IN THE REFERENDUM. WHILE RECOGNIZING THE HONESTY 
AND FREEDOM TO SPEAK OF THOSE SUPPORTING THAT CAMPAIGN, HE 
OPINED THAT ITS SUCCESS WOULD ONLY DELAY THE RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. PLAZA ALSO REFERRED TO THE 
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DECISION TAKEN IN THE NEW TRANSITORY PROCEDURES (REF B) TO 
POSTPONE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS TO AN INDEFINITE DATE AFTER 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. HE SAID THAT THE SUPREME ELECTORAL 
TRIBUNAL WILL REQUIRE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES TO COMMIT 
THEMSELVES TO NAMING A SPECIFIC DATE FOR LEGISLATIVE ELEC- 
TIONS DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR CAMPAIGNS. 

4. OTHER NEWS ON THE RETORNO SCENE INCLUDES THE FORMA- 
LIZATION OF AN ELECTORAL COALITION FROM A HERETOFORE LOOSE 
POLITICAL GROUPING. DECEMBER 15 PAPERS CARRY ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF FORMATION OF THE POPULAR DEMOCRATIC COALITION. COMPOSED 
OF JULIO CESAR TRUJILLO S PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES, THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY, JOSE CORSINO CARDENAS' PROGRES- 
SIVE SOCIAL FRONT, LUIS GOMEZ IZQUIERDO'S NATIONAL DEMO- 
CRATIC UNION, AND INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ASPIRANTS GERMANICO 
SALGADO AND RETIRED ADMIRAL GUSTAVO JARRIN AMPUDIA. THE 
COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCING THE FORMATION OF THE COALITION DEC- 
LARED ITS SUPPORT FOR THE REFERENDUM PROCESS AND NOTED THAT 
THE COALITION WAS FORMED TO PROMOTE "PROGRESSIVE'' GOVERN- 
MENT. IT DENIED THAT THE COALITION WOULD PROMOTE A 
PARTICULAR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AND EMPHASIZED THE NEED 
TO OVERCOME NARROW PERSONAL AND PARTY INTERESTS WHILE THE 
NATION IS IN THE PROCESS OF RECONSTRUCTING DEMOCRACY. 

5. COMMENT: THE FORMAL UNION OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS 
WITH TRUJILLO'S CONSERVATIVES AND CARDENAS COMES AS NO 
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GREAT SURPRISE AS THEY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED AND COOPERATING 
PUBLICLY SINCE AUGUST. JARRIN AMPUDIA'S MEMBERSHIP IS 
SOMETHING OF A SURPRISE, HOWEVER, SINCE THE EX-MINISTER OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES HAS BEEN PROMINENTLY MENTIONED AS A 
POSSIBLE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF THE COMMUNIST-LED FADI 
(BROAD LEFTIST FRONT). 

BLOOMFIELD 
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